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on an. of this firſt ales + to . 
is gratitude to the Great Arbiter of all 
events for raiſing me, however unworthy, 

to the ſtation which I now occupy. I 

ſhall ſeriouſly endeavour to expreſs the 
trueſt thankfulneſs in the beſt manner; 
by diſpoſing — to be a willing, 
B though 


"T1 
though humble, inſtrument in his hands 


for advancing the cauſe if 1 7 


a bln”, 8 


My 1 + to the King will belt | 
appear by inculcating loyalty to his per- 
ſon; and attachment to that wiſe and 
admirable ſyſtem of civil polity of which 
his Majeſty has uniformly ſhewn himſelf 
the faithful Guardian and Protector. The 
duty of loyalty, and of ſubjection to all 
legal authority, is incumbent on all 
claſſes of men at all times; but it was 
never more requiſite to urge it on the 


conſcience than in- the foreign and do- 


meſtic circumſtances of political ſociety 
_ which now exiſt: and IT "mbſt, add that 

the Clergy are peculiarly obliged to 

teach and to diſcharge it, *becauſe their 
5 Proper ſtudies cannot but impreſs on | 
them thow 'eatneſtly Gbetlience to ſupreme 
and ſubordinate magiſtracy is enforced 


in tlie n writings. 


— 


Another 


[ 33 
Another natural ſuggeſtion of my 
mind on this occaſion, is paying a juſt 


ribute of, reſpect and honour to the 
* of my venerable Predeceſſor; ; 
whoſe memory in this dioceſe, and in 


this kingdom, is immortalized by his 


' * 


zeal, for the public proſperity, by his 
attention to. the = means of clerical. re» 
fidence, by his piety, in promoting the 
erection of PAO: dedicated to the 
worſhip of God, by his | wiſe liberality 
in raiſing and endowing : ſtruQures ſub! 

1 ſervient | 
_ * During his incumbency, twenty two glebes were 
procured for the Clergy of the dioceſe. of Armagh ; 
and the See. Houſe and twenty ning Glebe Houſes 


were built. 


* 


+ He baill 1 twenty: one new. | Glarches in the dio- 
ceſe of Armagh; and a. Chapel near Armagh Houſe, 


He finiſhed four of the Churches with Spires, 


Towers, & c. at the expence of 1200l. each. He 
* 2 ol. on his Sein. | 


t He aided hu building of the Grammar School 


near Armagh by a donation of 2200), 


He 
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ſervient to ths exaſe of learning, and by 
his diſtinguiſhed exertions in framing laws 
to ſtrengthen and improve the national 1 


Eſtabliſnment: fo that, if we examine 
the annals of our Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 
it may be truly aſſerted that no Prelate 
is recorded in them who better under- 
| ſtood the true intereſt of our Church, 
or advanced it more attentively and ef- 
fectually. His character will riſe in eſti- 
mation, when his well- judged and ample 
bequeſts of a charitable and public na- 
ture become generally known. Mts is 
proper to mention one of them from 
this place: his donation of one thouſand 
pounds to aſliſt ä of auy pa- 


& 2 Fx na. * 


He W 3 on n boiling © a ad 1 Ar- 
magh, and on furniſhing it with books. He alſo en- 
dowed a A with 200l. a year: OP 2 


His expence in n building an 8 near Ar- 
magh, and in furniſhing it with inſtrumeuts, &c. was 
6oodl. ; beſides allotting 240l. a year to an Aſtro- 
nomer, 1ool, a year to an Aſſiſtant, and 3ol. a 
. year for books and contingent expences. | 


riſhes 


5 * 
riſhes in the dioceſe of Armagh, or in 
| the province of Ulſter, who ſhall pro- 


I poſe to build houſes on their glebe-lands. 


Security muſt be given to the Truſtees 
of the Firſtfruits, in whom the legacy 
is veſted, that the ſum of two hundred 
pounds, which they are empowered to 
advance, ſhall be repaid, without inte- 
reſt, on the deceaſe of ſuch Incumbents, 
or on their removal to another benefice. 
Thoſe who would avail themſelves of 
this bequeſt will oblige me by an * 
communication of their wiſn. | 


But I ceo to the immediate ſub- 
jet of this addreſs; in the ſelection of 
which I was thus determined. The 
learned and laborious Archbiſhop Secker, 
in the laſt of thoſe moſt inſtructive 
Charges which he delivered to his 
Clergy, enlarged on the duty of preach- 
ing in a manner fo peculiarly uſeful and 
excellent, as to give that diſcourſe a de- 


cided 


{ 
{ 
| 
| 
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. ſuperiority over the many OY 
tions of our ableſt Divines On the ſame 195 


| ſubject. He there ſuggeſts that it was = ; 


| his purpoſe, after having ſpoken on thoſe 
ſtated inſtructions, to give them his ſen- 
timents on occafional ones; which he 


calls a very important and much ne- 
glected part of the paſtoral care.” He 


conſidered this clerical office as of ſuch 
great conſequence, that he not only pro- 
poſed to explain the nature of it, if ano- 
ther opportunity of meeting his Clergy had 
occurred, but, thinking that event impro- 


bable on account of his advanced years and 


declining health, he declared his intention 
of *committing his thoughts on it to writing, 
< that he might leave behind him ſome ad- 


„ monitions concerning it. He therefore 


contented himſelf at that time with © in- 


treating thoſe who had the care of ſouls 


e to conſider. very ſeriouſly what numbers 


© there were in moſt pariſhes, and there- 
fore perhaps in their's, whom they could 
not think to be in a 0 of lajxation.: 


cc and 
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* and how greatly it imported them to uſe, 
“ 2s they ſolemnly promiſed at their Or- 
0 dination, not only public but Private | 
© monitions, as need ſhould require, and 
_ occaſion ſhould be given.” 


What the occupations and infirmities 'of 
that moſt eminent Prelate did not permit 
him to undertake, I ſhall now endeavour to 


ſupply : truſting that the fitneſs of the 


| ſubje& will recommend it to your ferious 
attention, notwithſtanding fo very. inferior 
a manner of treating it. | 

| : | 1 

| "The great qualification for the duty of 
| imparting private and familiar inſtruction 
at all fit ſeaſons, and of teaching, like St. 
Paul, both publicly and from houſe to 
houſe,” is a lively ſenſe of your clerical 
obligations, and an earneſt defire to pro- 


mote” the ſpiritual welfare of thoſe that are 
commited 


Acts XX. 20. 


„ 


committed to your care: for though all 


Clergymen ſhould make themſelves as ex- 


tenſively uſeful as they can, you will ob- 
ſerve that I addreſs you throughout as re- 


ſtraining yourſelves to your proper object, 


the perſonal ſuperintendence of your own 
| Pariſhioners. Moderate abilities, and a 
moderate cultivation of them, will enable a. 


man to bring forth the truly valuable trea- 
ſures of an honeſt and good heart.” But 


though the office which I am recommend- 


ing is by no means confined to eminent 


endowments, | and uncommon literary at- 
tainments, yet all of us muſt diligently qua- 


lify ourſelves for this and every duty, ac- 


cording to our opportunities and capaci- 


ties: and, particularly, we muſt inveſtigate 


and ſtudy human nature in our own breaſts, 
in the conduct of others, in the beſt reli- 


gious and moral writers, and, above all, in 


: the holy ſcriptures ; where not only the 


divine diſpenſations, but the inmoſt receſſes 
of the human heart, are laid open to every 
obſerving eye. It is impoſing no arduous 


„„ I 


aſk on every Pariſh-apjujfer, to. require 

that he aſſiduouſſy remark what vices pre- 
vail among his Pariſhioners ; to what ſeduc- 
tions they are moſt obnoxious from their 
diſpoſitions or manner of life; what 
Chriſtian duties they are prone to ne- 
glect; what cuſtoms, dangerous to their 


morals, are inſinuating themſelves; what 


** erroneous and ſtrange doctrines“ weak 
or deſigning men propagate among them. 


In every part of the miniſterial func- 
tion, and eſpecially in that which is now 
recommended, diſcretion muſt prefide. 
We ſhall always be favourably heard, if, 
in the firſt place, our character creates us 

reſpect, and if, in the next place, our 
manner is guided by prudence. Begin g 
the good work; diligently qualify your- 

ſelves for performing it; reſort occaſionally 
to the counſel of your wiſeſt friends; im- 
palore the divine bleſſing on your honeſt 
endeavours: and perſeverance | and habit 
0 „ 5 re 


Fw]. 
| will make the exerciſe er this moſt uſeful 
duty eaſy, natural, and delightful. 


* 55 


* 
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But ſtill many may be deterred from 
engaging in this employment, on account 
of the diſuſe into which, among thoſe of 
our own Church, it has moſt unhappily 
fallen; and of the diſcouragements which 
at firſt preſent themſelves to thoſe who 
would moſt willingly revive it. I ſhall 
therefore remind you how aptly it ariſes 
from the very courſe of duty which your 
profeſſion conſtantly requires. If we re- 
flect an inſtant, we ſhall find that our 
Church enjoins the performance of many 
occaſional ſervices which afford very per- 
tinent eee for * diſcourſe. 
The be Pee to the es of ; 
public baptiſm directs that you ſhew your 
Pariſhioners -the expediency of © adminiſ- 
< tering that rite on Sundays, and other 
« Holydays, when the greateſt number of 
ee people come together : as well that the 
| „con- 


1 
e congregation may teſtify the receiving 
* of thoſe who are baptized into the 
© Church of Chriſt, as that, in the baptiſm 
Hof infants, every man preſent may be 
* put. in remembrance of his own pro- 
feſſion made to God in his. baptiſm.” 
You are alſo required, in the rubric be- 
fore the miniſtration of private baptiſm, 
£ * to warn your people,” no doubt for 
the weighty reaſons juſt mentioned, © that» 
without great cauſe and neceſſity, they 


5 5 procure not their children to be bap- 


tized in their own houſes.” 


The laws of the Church, and of your 
Country, thus authorizing you to open 
and explain theſe ſubj eas, as you may 
fitly premiſe, you may well proceed to 


bother leſſons of inſtruction connected with 


them: ſuch as the true nature of that 
covenant, into which we enter by baptiſm ; 
and the glorious promiſes which God will 
certainly fulfil on his part, if we conform 
_ ourſelves to the righteous inſtitutions of 
„„ the 


„„ 
the goſpel. [Tea may take occaſion allo 
to ſtrengthen the attachment of your peo- 
ple to the Church of Ireland, by affigning 
the wiſe reaſons on which her ordinances 
with reſpect to baptiſm are founded. She 
does not admit parents as ſponſors at the 
font, becauſe nature induces them to train 
up their children in the right way: and 
and ſhe therefore provides an additional 
ſecurity for ſuch an important benefit as 

a religious education. She uſes the. fign 
of the croſs at baptiſm,” for the reaſon 
beautifully expreſſed in the baptiſmal 
ſervice; and which is ſo familiar to you 
that I need not repeat it. But, that ſu- 
perſtition may not be imputed to us, let 
me remind you of a paſſage in the thirtieth 
canon of our bier church. The church 


cc of 
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1 We "Wap him with the fi ign of he role in 8 
&« that hereafter he ſhall not be aſhamed to confeſs 
the faith of Chriſt crucified, and manfully to fight 
„ under his banner againſt: ſin, the world, and the 
« devil, and to continue Chriſt's faithful ſoldier and 
6 ſervant. unto his life's end,” PE Mr MT io 


E „ 23- 


6 of England; fince the abiding of po- 
0 pery, hath ever held and taught, and 
* ſo doth hold and teach ſtill, that the 
* fign of the croſs uſed in baptiſm i is no 
part of the ſubſtance of that ſacrament. 
„ For when the Miniſter, dipping the in- 
« fant in water, or laying water upon the 
* Face of it, as the manner alſo is, hath 
pronounced the appointed form, the in- 
< fant is fully and perfectly baptized. 
< $0 that the fign of the croſs, being 
«© afterwards ufed, doth neither add any 
© thing to the virtue and perfection of 
„ baptiſm, nor, being omitted, doth de- 
tract any thing from the effect and 
ſubſtance of it. It is apparent that the 
< infant baptized is, by virtue of baptiſm, 
before it is figned with the ſign of the 
© erxoſs, received into the congregation of 
Chriſt's flock, as 'a perfect member 
thereof, and not by any ahh aſcribed 
to the ſign of the croſs, - - which is 
accounted a lawful outward ceremony, 
and honourable badge, whereby the 
EE * infant 
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* infant i 18 dedicated to the "EY of him 
8 that N upon the croſs.” 


— 


For fach topics the . of baptiſin 
affords a fit introduction in n. dil 85 
courſe. | 


The next call on the Clergy to viſit 
families, and to introduce religious con- 
verſation, is, when children arrive at a 
competent age to receive inſtruction in the 
Church- catechiſm. The rubric makes it 

incumbent on you, not only, diligently 
to inſtruct and examine children openly 
in the church,” ſo that their under- 
ſtandings may be exerciſed as well as 
their memories, but to exhort parents and 
maſters, regularly to ſend their ſervants 
and apprentices, as well as their children, 
at the times appointed. On ſuch occa- 
ſions, the great advantages of early reli- 1 
gious inſtruction may be inſiſted on; and 
the happineſs which would ariſe to indivi- 
duals, and to the community, if parents 
DW and 


E 1 


and miniſters affectionately aſſiſted each 
other in ſo beneficial a work. At theſe 
ſeaſons, poorer families may be furniſhed 
with ſome good * expoſition of our cate- 
chiſm ; and both the domeſtic uſe and the 
_ diſtribution of ſuch and of ſimilar tracts : 
may be recommended to the rich. There 
is ſcope alſo for praiſe and diſcreet reward, 
or for mild advice and admonition, ac- 
cording to the attendance or abſence of 
| children, or to the marks of domeſtic care 
: or 1 00 which Gras diſcover. 


'”T he rite of S follows cate- 
chetical inſtruction. Here another very 
apt ſeaſon preſents itſelf for uſeful inter- 
. courſe between Miniſters and their Pa- 
riſhioners. The great antiquity of this 
jofticurion. will be preſſed on PAFENſ®.; its 


_ There is none more clear and uſeful fas that by 
the late truly amiable and excellent Doctor Mann, 
Biſhop of Cork; who condeſcended to explain the 
rudiments of Chriſtianity, though his eminent qualifi- 
cations for illuſtrating its higheſt doctrines were uni- 


| Way * | 
diſtance 


1 


diſtance from * * as our Church 
directs it to be adminiſtered; its true 
nature, as being no ſacrament, but an ap- 
pendage to the ſacrament of baptiſm; 
and, above all, its very ſtrong tendency | 
to ſuggeſt good reſolutions, and io kin- 

dle piety, in the minds of youth. 


Tou will remark alſo that its efficacy is 


defeated, if we admit any to it before 
their reaſon is ſufficiently advanced to 
underſtand the nature of the vow which 
they then publicly © ratify with their own 
mouth and conſent ;' ; and you will ſeek 


8 The us of "HS as hee uae excep- 
tionable. It is an expreſſive deſignation of the perſon 
on whom the divine protection is implored. Our Lord 
himſelf 5 put his hands on little children and bleſſed 


them.“ Mark x. 16. It is obſervable that the Church 


of Rome omits the putting on of hands in her cele- = 
| bration of this rite, Calvin has a curious note on 
Confirmation, in his comment on the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, c. vi. 2: part of which is, This paſſage 
* alone abundantly teſtifies that the origin of this cere- 
« mony flowed from the Apoſtles. —At this day, the pure 
0 inſtitution. auld be retained, and the ip ave _— ; 
6 be corrected.” ; 5 


| ae 


1 
occaſion of familiarly explaining to children 
the covenant entered into at baptiſm, and 
the expediency of acknowledging before = 
the Church their obligations to a ſuitable 
belief and practice ; addreſſing yourſelves 
to them not only apart, but at times when 


others are preſent who can Ns: en of +: 


You inſtruction. 


Anand ſhould ſoon be ſucceeded. 
by commemorating the death of Chriſt at 
his holy Table. And would any diſcreet 
and exemplary Clergyman be conſidered as 
an intruder, that offered his aſſiſtance in 
dualifying his young Pariſhioners for a wor- 
thy participation of this ſolemn rite, both 
by perſonal inſtruction and by the recom- 
mendation of proper books J In fmaller pa- 
riſhes, it is very practicable that none 
ſhould be admitted to the Lord's. Supper 
dut thoſe with whom the Miniſter has con- 
ferred : and ſome of the wiſeſt and beſt 
men have propoſed this as an excellent me- 
thod to communicate an. early knowledge 
1255 7777 
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and a lively ſenſe of Chriſtian dodrines and 
| ee : . 


Miniſters are 5 tes; on to wilt 
4 fick; and they ſhould frequently offer 


their voluntary attendance. At that awful 


ſeaſon, when men are dead to the world 


and alive to religious impreſſions, what am- 
ple ſcope . has the good Clergyman for all 


his powers of edification, exhortation, and 
comfort! The pious and able compilers of 
our liturgy require that the duties of ear- 
neſt repentance, of univerſal love, of fin- 


cere forgiveneſs, of full reſtitution where 


the nature of the injury admits of it, and 


of liberality to the poor in caſes of afflu- 


ence; ſhould be urged home on the awa- 


 kened conſcience : : and that, if the mind is 
troubled with any weighty matter, it ſhould 
be opened to the Miniſter of God's word; 


to the end that counſel or comfort may be 
given, or aſſuranee of che divine pardon 


may be pronounced, when it is humbly and 
— deſired. The forty firſt canon 


allows 


4-2 

allows © the Miniſter, if he be a licenced 
Preacher, to inſtruct and comfort the ſick, 
not only according to the order of the 
« Communion- book, but as he ſhall think 
© moſt needful and convenient.” For this 
purpoſe, as Biſhop Stearne adviſes | in his 
very uſeful * treatiſe on the Viſitation of 
the fick, let him prepare an enumeration of 
thoſe ſins againſt which God's judgements 
are denounced in the ſcriptures; and let 
him compoſe, or collect, prayers and ad- 
dreſſes adapted to all circumſtances. Let 
him exhort thoſe over whom he preſides, 
to require his attendance early in their 
ſickneſs; that their unexhauſted ſtrength 

may better enable them to receive ſpiritual 
advantage. Let him defire relations; or 
attendants, to read, by the fick-bed, ſuch 
_ prayers, pſalms, or other portions of ſcrip- 
ture, as he ſhall think moſt appoſite and 
profitable. If the fick perſon, notwith- 
ſtanding ſtated opportunities, has not be- 
fore e of the Holy a or has 


7 Duodecimo. London, 768. "Ih 
very 
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very frequently neglected that great Chril. 
tian duty; let him be deſired to exhort 
dthers againſt the guilt of ſuch groſs omil- 
ſion. Prompt him alſo to caution his relati- 
ons and friends againſt ſuch vices as then 
burthen his conſcience, and cauſe painful 
| remorſe and compunction. The words of : 
a ſick man, and eſpecially of a dying man, 
make a deep impreſſion on all that hear 
them; and are ſeldom eraſed from the 
minds of ſuch as are united with them by 
the ties of blood or friendſhip. But, to 
increaſe this good effect, let the advice of 
5 exhorting others be given to the fick man 
apart from witneſſes; that his admonitions 
may come recommended by the appearance 
of being his own act. Biſhop Burnet fur- 
ther ſuggeſts, in the ' ninth chapter of his 
Paſtoral Care, the great uſefulneſs of which 
led him to eſteem it as his capital work, 
that the Clergy ſhould have © the ſubjects 
of death and judgement rightly laid in 
« their memory, ſo as to be able to ſpeak 


* of mags ſenſibly, fully, and eaſily, upon 
cc | all | 


E } 


« all occaſions ; that ſo, when they viſit 
© the fick, and, as is common, the neigh- 
< hours come in, they may be able to make 
* a grave exhortation, in weighty and fit | 
ce words, upon thoſe heads.” Such is the 
advice of a very wiſe, experienced, and 
ſerious man: and I am perſuaded that a 
, Pariſh-Miniſter cannot more effectually re- 
commend himſelf to all, than by attention, 
| earneſtneſs, and aſſection on thoſe ſolemn 

occaſions; and that nothing will more con- 
ciliate to him the eſteem, and favourable 
hearing, of the rich, than the labours, and 
becoming liberality, beſtowed by him on 
the poor in diſcharging this Part. of his * 
| rochial office. 


But the 3 of a faithful Paſtor 
does not terminate with the diſeaſe. Thoſe 
who recover from fickneſs ſhould be exhort- 
ed to ſhew the warmeſt gratitude, in word 
and deed, to the Lord of life and death for 
protracting their time of probation; to re- 
collect their vows made in fickneſs; to look 


back 


. . 


8 e n come unto thee. 2h 


[ 22 ] 


back on that impartial eſtimate of human af. 


fairs which the fulleſt conviction then com- 
pelled them to form; to conſider their ſick- | 


neſs as a gracious admonition from above, 
_ * man cometh up, and is cut down, as 


© flower * to reflect with what a deteſ- 


tation and abhorrence of their former ſins 
they were then impreſſed, and in what mag- 
nitude and deformity they then appeared; 


to remember what conſolation, hope, and 


joy beamed on their mind, if a few good 


actions, however imperfect, preſented them- 
ſelves to their thoughts ; to confirm their 


holy reſolutions by the means which religion | 
_ . preſcribes; and to ſuppoſe that our Lord 


addreſſes to every man in ſuch cireumſtances 


this affectionate admonition, * © Behold, 


thou art reſtored ; fin no more, leſt : "Ml 


3 
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| Biſhop Stearne gives this excellent advice 


to Pariſh-Miniſters; 1 © not to ve the fick 


2 "mY v. 14. 6 
'F De Viſitatione infirmorum, p. Jt. 


* without 


"= 
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without obtaining permiſſion from them 
to recal their holy engagements to their 
memory, if ever they perceive them re- 
lapſing into thoſe vices which they then 


determined to abandon. For,” as he well 
: obſerves, © * when this permiſſion is obtained, 


* the Clergy can uſe brotherly correption | 
a without offence, when it becomes neceſ- 


« ſary - and, by a ſeaſonable interpoſition 


of that kind, may reclaim a ſinner from 
the error of his way: ſince there is no 
more forcible or acceptable admonition, 
than what is amicably introduced by 
the previous mention of. A former per- 
miſſion.” | 


e vitting the fck.. ang 


introduction to Clergymen, intent on con- 
veying private inſtruction, is any great tem- 


poral calamity; and eſpecially the deceaſe of 


relations and friends. The voluntary act of 
humane attendance on ſurvivors, in families 


where a diſeaſe has proved fatal, ſhould al- 


ways be added to that performance of duty 


which 


— + of * P_—_ = 
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1 
which the rules of our Church exact. Such 


events ſoften the mind; and diſpoſe it to ſe- 


rious diſcourſe, and to acts of devotion. 


Readily embracing theſe opportunities, the 

good Miniſter of Chriſt will prepare himſelf 
to heal the wounds of grief by the beſt to- 
pies of Chriſtian conſolation. He will alſo 


ſelect, or write, prayers adapted to ordinary 


occurrences of this nature: that, when a 


fit ſeaſon preſents itſelf, he may lead the de- 


votions of a diſtreſſed individual or family; 


reminding ſuch of St. James's precept, - 
„ 618 any _ hen afflited ? Let t him 5 
* pray” 6 ; þ 


Such are __—_ opportunities of . privately - 


\ 


= inſt a ing the people committed to your 


charge, which ariſe from the ordinary courſe 
of your duty according to the preſcribed 
forms of our Church. But till other occa- | 


ions muſt be ſought ; and thoſe which acci- 


dentally offer themſelves muſt be improv- 
es I-04; 


L 25 7 
Men thould be diſtributed into icheth dif- 


| fetent claſſes; and proper heads of dif 


courſe, and of a ſhould be me 
in the mind. | 


- The - 3 and abandoned muſt be 
alarmed by the terrors of the Lord; the 
careleſs and ſupine muſt be awakened and 
animated; the feeble- minded and deſpond- 
ing muſt be comforted; the good muſt be 
ſtrengthened, and urged on to 1 de- 
\grees of On FOE 


Youth ſhould be cautioned againſt immo- 
derate love of pleaſure, a vicious compliance 

with the faſhions of the world, ruinous ex- 
travagance, and an overweening nn of | 
themſelves. Ah 
Manhood ſhould be taught the Pres of 
60 being immerſed in objects of worldly 
| prudence; and of never deviating from the 
paths of gain or of ambition. 


E "2+ 20 


(61 


The vices incident to old age, ſuch as 
avarice, ſelfiſhneſs, and moroſeneſs, ſhould 
alſo be pointed out with peculiar reſpect 
and prudence; together with the duties 
which moſt become advanced years, ſuch 
as ferigus refleQtion, | and nn, exer- 
eiſes. | | IP 


The poor ſhould be exhonted to con- 
tentment, honeſty, induſtry, ſobriety, putity. 
They ſhould be inſtructed that daily labour 
is the ſtation of life which the wiſe Go- 

vernour of the world has aſſigned them; 

that, when they are occupied in it, they 
may enjoy the delightful reflection that 
they are well-pleafing to Him, becauſe 
they are performing their duty; and that, 
however humble a ſtation has been allotted 
to them in this life, they may obtain 
the higheſt place in heaven; to which 
they ſhould conftantly raiſe their minds 
by fervent devotion to the common Fa- : 
ther of all. | 8 5 | 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe of middle N in life ſhould 
be led to improve the advantages of 
their deſirable ſituation; as free from im- 
patience and diſcontent on the one hand, 
and from pride and 8 of I 
on this other. Di 


The virtues W moſt 580 the tick 
and powerful, are gratitude toward God, 
and humility and beneficence toward men. 
Their example in acts of ſelf-government, 
in expreſſing a ſenſe of religion, and 
eſpecially in a due obſervance of the 
Lord's day, would ſoon produce a viſible 
effect on the bulk of mankind, | perhaps 
beyond the powers of inſtruction or of 
coercion. It is their province to ſupport 
public charities, and to recover embezzled 
ones. They may alſo render important 
ſervice to Chriſtianity by a diſtribution | 
of bibles; liturgies, and pious tracts; of 
which ſocieties inſtifuted in this country, 
as well as in En gland, furniſn ample 
choice. | 2 e : 


I have : 


1 have been requeſted to diſtribute 


- among you a * plan for diſſeminating the 
holy ſcriptures, adopted by our © Afſſo- 


“ ciation for diſcountenancing vice, and 


promoting the practice of religion and 
virtue: an inſtitution powerfully. re- 


commended by the vaſt importance of its 


end, and by the wi iſdom and r of 
its Conductors. Ty 


But to proceed. There are ſome ſub- 


jets of ſuch an extenſive nature, that 


they are common to every general de- 


ſeription of men: ſuch as loyalty to the 
King, ſubmiſſion to the laws, the main- 
tenance of public tranquillity and good 


order, a diſpoſition to forgive, modera- 
tion toward thoſe who differ in opinion, 


the e education of eee an nn 


* ® It is — to 19505 a ſum 70 abel for 


the. purchaſe of five thouſand of the largeſt octavo 


bibles ; „ which are to be ſold at a price proportioned 
to the circumſtances of the er not exceeding 


in any inſtance half the prime coſt. 


. ; 
- * 4 


and 
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| and intimate knowledge of the ſcriptures, 
private, domeſtic, and public prayer. 


Nothing is more ſuitable to the cha- 
racter of a good Clergyman, than com- 
poſing ſuch differences and animoſities as 


ariſe within his ſphere of action. Ac- 


cordingly, we promiſe at our Ordination, 
to ©. maintain and ſet forward, as much 
* as lieth in us, peace and love among 


all Chriſtian people, eſpecially among 


_ © thoſe committed to our charge.” 


A Clergyman, by his ſtation in life as 
well as by the culture of his mind, is 


uſually ſuperior to the greateſt part of 
his congregation, eſpecially in country 


places: and therefore he can communi- 


cate private inſtruction to ſuch with a 


more direct plainneſs and freedom of 
ſpeech. But throughout his intercourſe 


with theſe, he ſhould accuſtom himſelf 


to give advice, and leſſons of behaviour, 
with addreſs and delicacy; both becauſe 


he 


1 30 1 . 


he thus beſt expreſſes, and beſt ſatisfies, 


the goodneſs of his own mind, and be- 
cauſe he thus contracts the habit of wiſe- 


ly n himſelf in circumſtances of 
ſuch. r. | 


. 
3 cla with whom you may ha- 
bituate yourſelves to the right and ef- 
fectual manner of performing the duty 
which I now recal to your minds, are thofe 
well-diſpoſed and pious families which, I 
truſt, occur in all pariſhes. Theſe will 
readily hear © the words of truth and ſo- 


berneſs; and will give you further ex- 
exciſe, and experience, in accommodating 
to them ſuch grave diſcourſe as a know- 
ledge of. their n and: moral ſtate | 


may requ ire. 


< : 
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Thoſe that are indifpoſed to en 


5 eſpecially if they are perſons of ſuperior 
rank, it will be difficult to approach at 


all; much more with direct advice, or 


even diſtant inünuations, on thoſe ſerious 


ſubjects 


037) 


fabjets which the ordinary laws of con- 
verſation exclude. The true way is, to 
conciliate reſpect and affection by exem- 


| plary conduct, | by well-placed charities, 


by inftituting, promoting, and directing 
_ parochial ſchools of inſtruction, by the 
habit of decent eondeſcenſion and affa- 


bility to your own inferiors, by a watch- = 


ful ſuperintendence over every depart- 
ment which properly belongs to a Cler- 
5 gyman, and by a character for ſtudy and 
literature. Literary acquiſitions will ena- 
ble you to direct proper modes of edu- 
cation, and to aſſiſt in conducting them * 
and the beſt and moſt engaging books 
on uſeful ſubjects will be thus recom- 
mended with weight and authority. Age 
and ex experience may execute what youth 
eannot dare to attempt. A ſeaſon of af- 
fliction, or of ſickneſs, may. enſure a pa- 
tient and willing ear. At all events, the 
good Clergyman will watch his opportu- 
nity; will guide his actions and words 


with ſtriet diſeretion; ; and will uniformly 
ſhew 


(1. 
ſhew that, like St. Paul, hgñhe ſeeks 
not his own profit, but the profit of 

Mm others, that rm Þ may be faved. "Or 


Such are the various . of 
men, in relation to their moral ſtate; their 
different ſtages of life; and their exter- 
nal circumſtances, as affected by what are 
called the goods of fortune. Here too 
1 may well recommend that ſuch general 
topics as occur to your reflections be di- 
geſted in order, committed to writing, 


and occaſionally filled up, as your ob- 
ſervations on human nature and human 
life, and the courſe of your | RE" ſhall 


| ſuggeſt. | 
| Beſides the rules already mentioned, 
ſome ſpecial ones remain to be ſubjoined | 
ina very few words. | 


Before ſcorners, and thoſe that obſti- 


* 1 Cor. x. 33. e 
ny 
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ately fiat their elrs to the voice of truth, 
we muſt generally ſuppreſs the zeal which 
will be apt to kindle within us. We 
muſt not expoſe ourſelves to inſult, and 
our admonitions or inſtructions to con- 
tempt. Our bleſſed Lord, who was wiſ- 
dom itſelf, cautions us againſt ſome hear- 
ers by comparing them to the vileſt of 
brutes, that * turn on their benefactors 


and rend them. 


Another regulation of our religious diſ- 
courſe is, not to be too haſty in anſwer- 
ing any deiſtical objection which we have 
not duly weighed, and a ſatisfactory ſo- 
| lution of which does not occur at the 
time. You may mention thoſe that have 
moſt ably diſcuſſed the difficulty: you 
may conſider and conſult at your lei- 

"ws 3 and prepare yourſelves to make 
a ſolid reply, with Chriſtian | meekneſs, . 
St another fit occaſion ſhall be offered. 


Math. vii. 6. 
| 8 A farther 


-T as 3 
A further maxim of prudence is, not to 
incur the imputation of affecting, and diſ- 
playing, a concern for religion, by diſ- 
courſing on its doctrines and duties without 
a wiſe diſcrimination of circumſtances. The 
leaft appearance of religious oſtentation is 
peculiarly diſguſting; and therefore it na- 
ne defeats every good e 


It * be Are alſo that benen 
5 admonition ſhould be given ſecretly, and 
© with expreſſions of tenderneſs and re- 
oy * ſpeR. This is Biſhop *® Burnet's ad- 
vice; ho adds that fit times are to be 
1 choſen for it, and that it may often be 
e the beſt way to do it by letter : for there 
0 may be many ways fallen upon of repro- 
< ving the worſt of men in ſo ſoft a manner, 
* that, if they are not to be reclaimed, yet 
® they ſhall not be irritated or made worſe 
by it ; which is but too often the effect 
206 DE indiſcreet reproof _ 


* Paſtoral care: c. . wi p· 172. Lande. 1713. 


Common 
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Common diſcretion further dictates, that 
intercourſe of this nature ſhould never be 


divulged, or  infinuated i in the moſt diſtant 
manner. 


The habitual practice of this duty will 
be no leſs profitable to yourſelves than to 
others. In your diſcourſes from the pulpit, 

it will gratify the benevolence of your 
hearts, by ſupplying: you with ſubjects moſt 
adapted to the exigencies of your hearers : 
in your occaſional converſe, experience 
will enable vou to ſolve the conſcientious 
doubts propoſed to you with a readineſs 
and clearneſs far beyond what mere ſpecu- 
lation can attain: your voluntary labours, 

; your abundant anxiety for the ſpiritual im- 
provement of your pariſhioners, will gain 
you their reſpect and affection, and the good 
will, che good word, and the good offices 
of every worthy man that obſerves or knows 
your conduct. But there is a further con- 


ſequence, | in compariſon, with which all other 
con- 


„ 
conſiderations are as * leſs than nothing; 
that thoſe whom St. Peter deſcribes as © tak- 
ing + the overſight of their flock not by 
„ conſtraint but willingly. not for baſe gain 4 
* but of a ready mind, will receive, when 


* 


the Chief Shepherd 5 a crown 


of glory that fadeth not away.” 


Here I ſhould have cloſed theſe imper- 


fect hints, but that I find a paſſage ſo ap- 
poſite- to my purpoſe in another part of 


Biſhop Burnet's f Paſtoral Care, that I 

cannot but. fortify myſelf by fo great 
an authority, and conclude with leaving 
his words full on your minds. 


i 


That all the ſeveral pianclibs of 2 


46 * Clergyman' s duty may be well gone . 


* about, and indeed as the foundation 
« upon which all the other parts of the 
* paſtoral care may be well managed, he 


al. 40. 17. 5 + 1 Pet. 5. 4. f Page 182. 
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© ought frequently to viſit his whole Pa- : 
riſh from houſe to houſe ; that ſo he may 
know them, and be known by them. 
This I know will ſcott a vaſt labour; 
eſpecially in towns, where pariſhes are 
large ; but that is no excuſe for thoſe in 
the country, where they are generally 
ſmall : and if they are larger, the going 
this round will be longer in doing: yet 


an hour a day, twice or thrice in a week, 


is no hard duty: and this in the com- 
paſs of a year will go a great way, even 
in a large pariſh. In theſe viſits, much 


* time is not to be ſpent : a ſhort word for 


ſtirring them up to mind their ſouls, to 
make a conſcience of their ways, and to 


pray earneſtly to God, may begin and 
cc „ Almoſt end it: after one has aſked in 
What union and peace the neighbourhood 


lives, and enquired. into their neceſſities 
if they ſeem very poor; that ſo thoſe to 
whom that care belongs may be put in 


| mind to ſee how they _ be relieved. 
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In this courſe of vißting, a Miniſter will 
ſoon find out if there be any truly good 
< perſons in his pariſh, after whom he muſt 
look with a more particular regard: ſince 
* theſe are the excellent ones, in whom all his 
delight ought to be. For let their rank be 


< ever ſo mean, if they are fincerely reli- 
* gious, and not hypocritical pretenders, 


who are vainly puffed up with ſome de- 


** grees of knowledge, and other outward 
* appearances, he ought to conſider them 
as the moſt valuable in the fight of God, 


and indeed as the chief part of his care. 
I know this way of parochial vi- 
ſitation is ſo worn out, that perhaps nei- 


ther prieft nor people will be very 


defirous to ſee it taken up. It will put 
the one to labour and trouble, and bring 
the other under a cloſer inſpeQion.; ; 
which bad men will no way deſire, nor 
perhaps endure. But if this were put 
on their Clergy by their Biſhops, and if 


_— explained in a er mon. before they 
oh began = 
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— began it, the reaſons and ends of doing 
« its that would ſoon remove the preju- 
« dices which might ariſe againſt it. I 
* confeſs this is an increaſe of labour: 
< but that will ſeem no hard matter to ſuch 
e as have a right ſenſe of their Ordination- 
vous, of the value of ſouls, and of the 
« dignity of their function. If men had 
« the ſpirit of their calling 1 in them, and a 


| © que meaſure of flame and heat in carry- 


ing it on, labour in it would rather be 
M pleaſure than a trouble. In all other 
4 profeſſions, thoſe who follow them labour 5 
in them all the year long, and are hard 
at their buſineſs every day in the week. 
All men that are well-ſuited in a profef- 
„ ſion which is agreeable to their genius 
and inclinations, are really the eafier, 
and the better pleaſed, the more they 
are employed in it. Indeed, there is no 
trade or courſe of life, except our's, that 
does not take up the whole man. And 
Th * ſhall our's only, that is the nobleſt of all 
4 ho others, 


[4] 


„3 others, ond then has a certain ſubliſtence 
* fixed upon it, and does not live by con- 
* tingencies and upon hopes, as all others 
« do, make the labouring in our buſineſs 

© an objection againſt any part of our du- 
yd Certainly nothing can ſo much diſ- 
hoes poſe the nation to think on relieving the 
4 neceſlities of the many ſmall livings, 
4 28 ſeeing the Clergy ſet about their bufi- 
© neſs to purpoſe. This would, by the 
* bleſhng of God, be a moſt effectual 
© means of ſtopping the progreſs of Athe- 
- © iſm, and of the contempt that the Clergy 
lies under: it would go a great way to- 
* wards healing our ſchiſm, and would be 
the chief ſtep that could poſſibly be made 
< towards compleating our Reformation.” 
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Such is the weighty advice of this incom- 
| Parable Prelate ; equally conſpicuous for 
his knowledge, his labours, and his piety. / 


What 
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What has been advanced places the great 
duty of reſidence in a ſtrong additional | 
light. 


But 1 have detained you nil too long. 
My deſire to comprehend, as far as my re- 
flections reached, every part of an exten- 


five, an important, and, I truſt, an intereſt- 
ing ſubject, is the plea which * Fa offer 
in excule. SS „ 


